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Welcome to the special St. Patrick's Day edition of the
PPN Newsletter.

 

Once again we give you a flavour of some of the
activities and events happening around our county as
well as letting you know about upcoming training and

funding opportunities. Thanks to all our member
groups who sent information in.

 

If you still haven't re-registered with Sligo PPN,

don't forget to do so. 

 

Simply follow the below link 

https://www.tfaforms.com/4686176



 

Family Day: Sligo By The Sea
Sun. 15 Mar., 11.30am

 
Join us at The Model for a colourful and

action-packed day in response to our exhibition, The Sea Around Us.
Composer and artist Karen Power will lead

composition and improvisation workshops for Early Years through her
ongoing

acclaimed programme Natural Creators, while local artist Sinéad
O’Hanlon gets

creative in response to the Sligo shoreline (suitable for under 12s).
The day starts with the launch of My Model

interactive children’s guide and ends with a sea-themed film for all the
family.

Free admission.

Sligo Tidy Towns will have a float
in the Parade proclaiming ten years of progress since

our formation in 2011.
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The Countdown has begun; 
The committee are in full flight preparing 

the 47th St Patrick's Day 10k Road Race
which is fast approaching. 

One of the longest running races in the
North-West Keep an eye on our page

Facebook page “South Sligo Athletic Club”
for updates. 

 

****Registration will be opening soon****

Benbulben Comhaltas host their monthly session on Sunday
15th March from 4pm-6pm in Morans Bar, Grange. Musicians of

all ages welcome to
come and join in.

 
C A R R A R O E  S T  P A T R I C K ’ S  D A Y  I N V I T A T I O N

 

W E  A R E  H A V I N G  A N  A L C O H O L - F R E E  P A R T Y
F O R  T H E  A F T E R N O O N  O F  S T  P A T R I C K ’ S  D A Y  I N

C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E  S I M I L A R  T O  L A S T  Y E A R .
W E  E X T E N D  A N  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  A L L  O U R
C O M M U N I T Y .  R S V P  B E F O R E  F R I D A Y  1 3 T H

A T  4 P M  T O  A N Y  O F  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  B R I D I E  M C  L E A N
0 8 6 3 9 9 8 9 2 5 ,  P A T  B E N S O N  0 8 7 2 2 2 2 8 3 5  M A R Y
M U R P H Y  0 8 7 6 8 8 8 2 9 3 ,  D Y M P N A  O ’ L O U G H L I N

0 8 7 9 3 0 3 5 4 0  M A R Y  D U N B A R  0 8 7 6 6 6 9 5 3 3  O R  E M A I L
P A T W B E N S O N 1 @ G M A I L . C O M  .  T H E  E V E N T  I S  A N

A L C O H O L - F R E E  E V E N T  W I T H  S U P P O R T  F R O M
N W R D A T F .
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Sligo Concert Band Will Entertain the Gathering Crowds at the St Patrick’s Day Parade

Sligo Concert Band was founded in 1990 and so this is a special 30th anniversary year for
us.  We are planning our year which will include attending a band festival in Ballinasloe
in May, a wide range of outdoor and street performances over the summer and a gala
concert with guests and friends set for October.  We are actively recruiting new
members to join our friendly group and looking forward to linking with other bands in
the western area in the coming year to learn from them and share experiences.  
We practice each Sunday morning from 10.30am– 12.30pm in Summerhill College and also run a
second practice to improve technique on Wednesday evenings from 7.30am to 9.00pm.  Our
Musical Director is Mr Don Swain from
Enniskillen, a flautist himself, who has many years experience teaching and who
conducts a number of bands and choirs.  Don has also joined the Sligo Academy of Music as a
woodwind tutor.  The Fermanagh link has seen us join with
bands such as Fermanagh Concert Band to play in venues in Northern Ireland like Castle
Archdale forest park and St McCartin’s Cathedral, Enniskillen.  The band also joined Churchhill
Silver Band for a performance at Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann when it was held in Sligo in 2015.

 

The Band’s programme of events varies from year to year but has always featured a number of
special events.  These include Christmas Carols in the
Quayside Shopping Centre, Carol Services in local churches, an annual concert
with guests, the National Day of Commemoration each July at Sligo City Hall and
St Patrick’s Day.  We play beside the
reviewing stand for about an hour as the crowd gathers for the start of the
parade.  Naturally, our repertoire for
the day has an Irish flavour and includes pieces such as O’Carolan’s
Concerto, Long Way to Tipperary, If You’re Irish, The Green Flag and An Irish March Selection.  We
intersperse this with an eclectic collection of music to add variety and get the feet tapping:  Obla
Di Obla Da, Theme from Fame, Tuxedo Junction, Basin Street Blues, Liberty Bell by John Philip
Sousa, Theme from Eye of the Tiger, New York New York, American Patrol and I got Rhythm.  Our
preparations of course include a good number of practice sessions but as to
other requirements, who knows.  On St. Patrick’s Day it can go from wearing sun screen to
wringing the rainwater out of our music to dodging hailstones.  Nothing will dampen the music
though. And the good thing is that after we finish playing, there is still the parade to look forward
to!  What’s not to
like?  

For information on Sligo Concert Band, or for those interested in joining, email Jim Foran, Band
Secretary at jjpforan@gmail.com
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On Friday 13th March, Tubbercurry FRC will have a parade in our garden
area. They will invite all our parents. Each room will take on a different

theme, and make costumes. The parents will be in the centre of the garden
and the children and staff will walk around them.

 
We have also invited the Junior Jiving school and hope that they can join

us. We will have some of our parents, whom play in a band, play Irish music
after our parade, while we offer tea, coffee and treats to all.

 
There will be face painting for the children also available on the day.
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To keep “Green”, we are asking all parade entrants and the businesses to come up with
Eco-friendly and sustainable ideas for this year’s parade.  We are also asking all businesses
to help promote St. Patrick’s Day by helping to decorate their shop fronts and businesses

in a sustainable way.  In conjunction with the Tidy Towns, we will once again be
supporting an Environmentally Friendly parade, which means we will be displaying Irish
flags across the village, and other environmentally friendly paraphernalia where possible,

rather than plastic bunting.
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Ballintogher Set Ceili in Ballintogher Community Centre 

( E. code F91 XW 71 )  
on Friday 13th March 9.30pm 

Music by Duntally Ceili Band

EASKEY VILLAGE  St. Patrick's Day Parade 

 

TUESDAY 17TH MARCH starting at 3pm (sharp)

Please make sure you "stay local" to celebrate our National Feast Day.  We are calling
all WEST SLIGO Businesses to take part in the 

WEST SLIGO THREE VILLAGE PARADE ☘��

 

Enniscrone starting at 1pm then moving on to Easkey for 3pm start and finally on to
Dromore West for 4.30pm

 

We always try to "PROMOTE LOCAL" and we feel that our parade is a good way to get
your name, out there and advertise your business.

A "blinged-up" car or a van with a big sign, advertising your services on it would even
be enough.

If making a float is too daunting then why not dress up and walk behind a
banner.  Children's prams,  buggies, bikes and scooters etc. can also be "blinged-up"

with balloons and streamers  and they can the walk in the parade to add to the fun
of the occasion and give children the thrill of participating in a Parade.
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Special Olympics have a number of events

locally for which they need

volunteers:

The annual collection day takes place April

24th nationwide

and we are looking for volunteers on the

day to shake a bucket.

 

The Special Olympics Athletics

advancement event takes place 13th

of May in IT Sligo and volunteers are

required to help run the day. More

details from

Breffni.gorman@specialolympics.ie



The Kinlough Peoples market starts back 
March 29th 

with their first market of the year. 
The indoor market runs 11am-3pm the last Sunday

of the month 
with hot food, craft bakers, craft stalls and 

we have a fairy forest for the children to enjoy. 
 

Check out the FB page Kinlough Peoples Market.

OTHER NEWS

Events for North West Simon Community
       

Coffee Morning Carraig Donn Sat 7th March 11 to 4
       

Coffee Morning Kinlough Community Centre Tue 10th March 11 to 1
       

Coffee Morning Ballagh Centre Thurs 12th March 11 to 1
·        

Coffee Morning Sligo Credit Union Thurs 26th March 10.30 to 1.30
·        

Coffee Morning AIB Sligo Fri 24th April 11 to 4
·        

If anyone wishes to organise a coffee Morning 
please get in touch 087 7708865



The annual Drumcliffe Rathcormac Area Spring Clean will take place this
year on Saturday, 4 April. Please meet at Rathcormac National School at

10am wearing Hi-Viz vests and gloves, if you have them (a limited
number of gloves will be available).  Please come out and lend a hand in

making sure that our area remains neat clean and tidy. Sponsored by
Drumcliffe Rathcormac Tidy Towns Committee. For further information

please contact 087 997 3558).

OTHER NEWS

Last year, the Strandhill Guild of the ICA began an initiative to recruit new
members. This was to ensure the survival of this long-standing guild which
has been a part of the fabric of Strandhill for over 50 years. 
The initiative was a resounding success and the number of members has
more than doubled. The guild meets on a monthly basis in Dolly’s cottage
in Strandhill, which they run as a heritage museum for the community
during the summer months. The group also organize many diverse
activities and classes including regular ukulele classes,  jam making
classes, and, most recently a make-up class, with celebrity make-up artist,
Leonard Daly. Classes and events for the coming months include crochet
classes, a literary excursion and a gardening class with a focus on growing
your own vegetables. Details are available on the ICA Facebook page or
Dolly’s cottage Facebook page. New members always welcome!
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Foróige’s Big Brother Big Sister Youth Mentoring

Autism Specific Programme

Seeks Volunteers

 

Would you like to gain volunteering experience and make a difference in the life

of a young person? Do you have one hour per week to spare? This programme

works specifically with young people aged between 12 & 24 years who have

autism, to support them with the transition from second level education to third

level and/or employment. The programme matches an adult volunteer with a

young person who would benefit from having a mentor in their lives. Females

are matched with females, males with males. Matches are based on similar

interests. As a volunteer you will be supported to establish a relationship with the

young person, aimed at assisting them in their development. Ongoing training

and support is provided. We need male and female volunteers. The commitment

is a weekly meeting with the young person for about an hour over the course of

one year. If you would like to hear more about this volunteering opportunity

contact Elaine on 086 0497089 or by email Elaine.granaghan@foroige.ie

“A little time, a big difference”

Grants available for youth groups 

 

Sligo Youthbank is delighted to announce that its grant round for 2020 is now

taking applications. Applications are being accepted from youth groups/clubs in

County Sligo. Groups must have 3 or more members between the ages of 12 and

18 years. All applications should be youth led and aim to have a positive impact

on the community. As this grant round is funded through the PEACE IV

programme, all application should convey a theme of peace, inclusion and/or

celebration of diversity and community involvement. Closing date for

applications is Friday 3rd of April 2020. 

To receive your application or for further information please email

Sligoyouthbank@foroige.ie or call 086 0497089.
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