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What’s driving this programme?

EU Water Framework Directive 2000

the policy framework through which European freshwaters are 
managed

• Legal framework to protect and restore clean water across Europe by 2027

• How? Preparation of River Basin Management Plans over three cycles

1st Cycle: 2010-2015 (minimal community engagement)

2nd Cycle: 2016-2021 

3rd Cycle: 2022-2027

“to achieve good ecological status (good water quality) in all waters”



What is good ecological status?

• Good ecological status is a key 
term in the EU Water Framework 
Directive

• Member states are required to 
conserve and restore their rivers 
and lakes to good ecological 
status by 2027

What does good ecological status and why 
does it matter?

This film by an EU funded research project 
called MARS: Managing Aquatic ecosystems 
and water resources under multiple 
stress explains it in just over 3 minutes.

https://youtu.be/xOExg4B9tRY

https://youtu.be/xOExg4B9tRY


Top Down & Bottom up Approach

New Approach: Science, collaboration and working with communities and 
landowners will be key to delivery of real and lasting improvements in 
water quality https://www.catchments.ie/river-basin-management-plan-
2018-2021/

https://www.catchments.ie/river-basin-management-plan-2018-2021/


https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/w
ater-quality/river-basin-management-
plans/river-basin-management-plan-
2018-2021-infographic

https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/river-basin-management-plans/river-basin-management-plan-2018-2021-infographic


New governance and implementation 
structures 

Local Authority Waters Programme

https://thewaterforum.ie/

https://thewaterforum.ie/


..whole of Government approach..….

Local 
Authorities



-Support and coordinate public bodies and other stakeholders to achieve the 
objectives of the RBMP
-Activate local communities to engage with river catchments in line with the 
integrated catchment management approach
-Build a foundation and momentum for long-term improvements and inform 
the development and implementation of the 3rd Cycle RBMP

Communities Team (2016)

• 13 Community Water Officers

• 3 Regional Managers

KEY ROLE: 
Community engagement –
encouraging communities to value water 
in their catchment and to participate in 
actions to protect water

Catchment Team (2018)

• 37 science staff 

KEY ROLE: 
Scientific assessments –
identify the right measure in the right 

place to help improve water quality

2014 Regulations provides new role for local authorities in coordinating the 
catchment management and public participation elements of the WFD

Aims and Structure of Local Authority 
Waters Programme



• 20 Teagasc Advisors (50/50 
by DAFM & DHPLG)

• 10 Advisors – provided by 
the Dairy Industry

• Managed by Teagasc Team 
Leader

• Coordinated by 
LAWPRO/Teagasc/Dairy 
Industry

https://www.teagasc.ie/environment/water-
quality/farming-for-water-quality-assap/

• ASSAP – a free farm 
advisory service working with 

farmers to help improve water 
quality n PAAs

Agricultural Sustainability Support & 
Advisory Programme (ASSAP) 

https://www.teagasc.ie/environment/water-quality/farming-for-water-quality-assap/
https://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/environment/assap/ed-web-compressor.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.teagasc.ie/environment/water-quality/farming-for-water-quality-assap/assap-in-detail/&docid=vDdcCTjChxFe7M&tbnid=rghuqd5Zz0_QtM:&vet=10ahUKEwjutbS2wM7kAhVYQUEAHf8BA8wQMwhBKAIwAg..i&w=850&h=478&bih=723&biw=1315&q=assap&ved=0ahUKEwjutbS2wM7kAhVYQUEAHf8BA8wQMwhBKAIwAg&iact=mrc&uact=8


Priority Areas for 
Action (PAA’s)

Priority Areas for Action 

• 190 PAA’s selected for 
Local Catchment 
Assessment

• Built on EPA evidence

• All 31 Local Authorities 
involved  

• Relevant public agencies 
involved



Preparing for the next cycle 

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/public-
consultation/files/swmi_consultation_-
_document_final.pdf

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/public-consultation/files/swmi_consultation_-_document_final.pdf


• Working together with Local Authorities, other 
agencies and stakeholders

• Awareness on water issues

• Promote public participation and community 
engagement

• Promote and support Rivers Trusts – e.g. River Moy 
Trust Co. Mayo, Inishowen Rivers Trust Co. Donegal

• Support community action to manage and protect our 
local waters

Waters & Communities Team – our work 



Community Networking Events



Coming together Creating a vision for your river



Objectives of the fund 
include:
• Support communities in 
progressing water-related 
projects and initiatives

• Help meet the objectives of 
RBMP and the WFD



Examples of Locally Funded 
Projects

River Clean-Up Days

Wildlife information signage 
erected along River Walks

Guided River Walks

Invasive Species Control



Training, Analysis and development of 
catchment literature



River Enhancement Works



River Signage



Working with Communities to 

Leverage more Funding



Working with 
Communities



Recently launched for Heritage 
Week 2020

http://watersandcommunities.ie/stories-from-the-waterside/

http://watersandcommunities.ie/stories-from-the-waterside/


Catchments Newsletter – sharing information on catchment science, stories from communities 

around Ireland, updates on water issues and reporting on local and national events

www.catchments.ie
& Newsletter 



Water quality can be linked to many 
of the SDG



• Karen Kennedy

• Community Water Officer

• kkennedy@lawaters.ie

• 085 8085495

Thank you

mailto:kkennedy@lawaters.ie

