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Welcome to the February edition of the PPN Newsletter.

 

Due to the current climate, we appreciate that many of

our community groups and organisations have had to

close as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, or change the

way they are operating. We fully understand how

challenging and difficult this situation is for people, but

felt it was still important for us to offer our groups an

opportunity to provide an update on your current status -

what plans you have in place and also to provide you with

an opportunity to promote any online activity you might

be exploring.

Once again thanks to all our member

groups who sent information in.

 

If you still haven't re-registered with Sligo PPN,

don't forget to do so. 

 

Simply follow the below link 

https://www.tfaforms.com/4686176



 
 

PPN Brief Updates

     

     

       

SLIGO PPN TEAM UPDATE

Sligo PPN Social Media Academy Page
Sligo PPN has worked with the fabulous Digital Training Institute to develop the Sligo PPN Social Media Academy
to try and support our member groups to become proficient in all aspects of social media that may support the

development of their community organisations and allow them to operate in a society which has become so
reliant on online communications.The academy is a combination of online videos and downloadable guides,

organised by them theme, which will give member groups an introduction to how they can use social media to
enhance their operation.

You will find a series of expert training videos under each theme; 1) Twitter for community organisations, 2)
Facebook for community organisations, 3) Hosting online meetings and virtual events, 4) Managing online

communities, 5) Social media storytelling
 

Visit https://www.sligoppn.com/sligo-ppn-social-media-academy/ to read more

MENTOR CLINIC UPDATE:
We have had an overwhelming response to the mentor clinic opportunity and it is now closed for applications.
The programme will begin soon and we look forward to seeing what the groups learn.



Sligo PPN Team will be beginning the process of reviewing our website in the

coming weeks.  We want to make sure that our website contains everything that

our members need to make life a bit easier and to make sure they remain

informed and connected. 

We will be sending an email out soon asking for members who might be

interested in sitting on an informal working group to work with us and the web

designers to review the current website and make recommendations for

improvement to make it more accessible and relevant to all our member groups.

Please keep an eye out for this email if you are interested in taking part.  

 In the meantime, if anyone has any comments immediately on what they would

like to see featured on the website you can send through to us at any time and we

will pull all the feedback together to make sure it is considered.

Sligo PPN Website Review

SLIGO PPN TEAM UPDATE

2021 WORKPLAN

Sligo PPN staff and Secretariat have

been working to pull together a

workplan that reflects the feedback

from our 2020 needs analysis. 

To view the 2021 Workplan 

please visit 

https://www.sligoppn.com/sligo-ppn-

2021-work-plan/



2021 will be very busy for the PPN in terms of elections and

representation.

 

The PPN will be opening up nominations for the following

committees in the coming months;

 

PPN Secretariat

Sligo Local Community Development Committee

Sligo Independent Evaluation Committee

Sligo Heritage Forum

Sligo Place Names Committee

 

If you are interested in representing your community on any

of these important committees, please keep an eye out for

nominations opening and feel free to give us a call if you have

any questions on any of the committees.

2021 ELECTIONS



Sligo Training Partnership

"Building on the 2020 needs analysis that was conducted with our member groups in

2020, Sligo PPN are working collectively with Sligo Leader Partnership Co (SLPCo) and

Sligo Volunteer Centre to develop a suite of training and support initiatives that

respond to the needs identified. We will soon be releasing full details of all that we are

doing collectively, but to give you an idea of some of the projects underway;

Sligo PPN have launched their social media academy, are working on the

development of Residents Association handbook, have tenders out for training

programmes for Tidy Towns and to make groups more environmentally friendly and

continue to subscribe to the national funding digest on behalf of the community.

Sligo Volunteer Centre continues to host peer support sessions for those who co-

ordinate volunteers in their group. They have launched a Tips and Tricks Series  to

cover topics such as ‘Enhancing Your Online Presence’  ‘Governance and Finance for

Small Charities’  ‘Measuring Impact and Outcomes’ and ‘Sustainability and Energy for

Communities’ 

Sligo Leader Partnership CLG have a number of upcoming training events which

include; "How to register as a Charity and mentoring support through the registration

process", "Governance and Policy template training-tool kit" to get community and

voluntary groups up to speed with good governance practices.

Forward Planning    

As a collective, we are aware of how quickly environments are changing for the

community sector and so we want to check in with you again to make sure that we

haven't missed hearing about any important supports you need.

 

SLPCo have devised a 2021 survey that you can complete to let organisations know

what other help you need. To fill in the questionnaire go to

https://www.sligoppn.com/2021-community-group-needs/ or go direct to

https://www.sligoleader.ie/

https://www.sligoppn.com/2021-community-group-needs/


The 2021 Community & Voluntary Sector Grant Scheme is opening to applications from today.

The purpose of this scheme is to support Community and Voluntary Groups throughout the

County who wish to undertake Projects/Events in their area, in accordance with the

categories below, subject to the relevant Grant Criteria/ Guidelines.

Grants funded under this scheme are 100% funded by Sligo County Council.

Applications are invited from Community and Voluntary Groups under the following

categories:

Burial Ground Maintenance
Community Events
Community Heritage Projects/Events
Estates and Area Up Keep
Tidy Towns Committees

Application forms and Guidelines are available to download at

https://www.sligococo.ie/Grants/CommunityandVoluntaryGrantScheme2021/ 

or by emailing candvgrants@sligococo.ie or can be obtained by contacting Community &

Economic Development Office, Sligo County Council, City Hall, Quay Street. Sligo – Telephone

071 9114428

Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is: 4pm Friday, 12th March, 2021

Completed application forms must be submitted via email to candvgrants@sligococo.ie

FUNDING INFORMATION

2021 Community & Voluntary Sector
Grant Scheme
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UPDATE FROM OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS



Feis Shligigh have plans to put an edited version of their 90th anniversary
celebration concert out on our Facebook page in March.  

 
It will be broadcast over two evenings, Friday the 12th and Saturday the 13th

March at 8pm. Each
showing will be just over an hour . It will be advertise on Facebook in the

days before the event .
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UPDATE FROM OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS

Kurdish Art  Nergz Group Ireland is a community group began three years ago, whose primary

goal then was to promote the integration of the Kurdish community into Irish society and to

assist any

member with any difficulty they may face in their new environment  to help our members with

any issues that may arise where language is a factor and to provide the resources for our

members to develop their own use of the language.

They were recently listed on the Roll of Honour South Dublin County Frontline Heroes 2020.

Congratulations to all. 



UPDATE FROM OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS



Sligo Celebrates Colmcille’s 1500th Birthday
Sligo Colmcille 2021 celebrates the 1500th anniversary of Colmcille’s birth and his associations with Sligo.

Sligo Colmcille 2021 is a community-led, year-long initiative commemorating the 1500th anniversary of the birth of

Colmcille and his associations with County Sligo through an exciting and varied programme of virtual and off-line

artistic, cultural, and creative activities, events, and projects delivered by community organisations and individuals.

 

This year, 2021, is the 1500th anniversary of the birth of Colmcille, one of Ireland’s three patron saints, and

commemorative activities are taking place throughout Ireland and abroad to mark this occasion. Most associated

with Donegal, Derry, and Iona, Scotland, his influence extended farther afield including to Sligo where he is

attributed with the founding of Drumcliffe monastery near to the site of the Battle of Cúl Dreimhne

(Cooldrumman). More popularly referred to as the “Battle of the Books”, which took place in or about 560CE, the

battle was reputedly caused by Colmcille’s having made a copy of a psalter (book of Psalms) owned by Saint

Finnian of Movilla without his permission. The resulting quarrel over ownership of the copy led to the first recorded

copyright infringement judgement when High King Diarmait mac Cerbaill  ruled in Finnian’s favour by declaring

“to every cow her calf, to every book its copy”. Unhappy with this judgement, Colmcille and his kinsmen met in

battle with the supporters of the High King on the lower slopes of Benbulben and it is recorded that

approximately 3,000 participants were killed.

 

To commemorate the 1500th anniversary and Sligo’s associations with the saint, Drumcliffe Rathcormac Tidy

Towns and the Cos Cos Festival have joined forces under the Colmcille Sligo 2021 banner (www.sligocolmcille.com)

to organise a year-long programme of community-led artistic, cultural, and creative activities, events, and projects.

Drawing inspiration from the life of Colmcille, the Battle of the Books, the issue of copyright infringement, and the

landscape and heritage of the Drumcliffe area, the programme incorporates contributions from a number of

community organisations and creatives. These include virtual on-line presentations of specially composed musical

pieces, lectures, and concerts, some of which form part of the Cos Cos Festival 2021 programme schedule

(www.coscos.ie). Also planned is a sculptural installation and public garden in Rathcormac, an exciting ‘Book of

Sligo’ publication, a Hamilton Gallery art exhibition, and other community-led initiatives. These can be viewed on

the Programme page of the Sligo Colmcille 2021 website, which also includes information about of Sligo’s

Colmcille story and heritage.

 

For more information contact: mchk63@gmail.com or phone 0879973558
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Sligo’s Cos Cos Festival returns in 2021
The Cos Cos Festival returns in 2021 to celebrate the 1500th Anniversary of Colmcille’s birth

After a year’s hiatus, the Sligo-based Cos Cos 2021 Festival will take place virtually from May 7th - 9th with a full on-

line schedule of artistic, cultural, and creative activities, and events celebrating Sligo’s Colmcille heritage.

 

The Cos Cos Festival (www.coscos.ie) is delighted to announce its return this year, from the 7th to 9th of May, with an

exciting schedule of virtual and on-line cultural and creative concerts, lectures, workshops, and sessions. In

partnership with Sligo Colmcille 2021 (www.sligocolmcille.com),  this year’s theme is the 1500th anniversary of the

birth of Saint Colmcille and his association with Sligo. the Festival schedule will include talks, performances, and

creative projects inspired by Colmcille, the 6th century ‘Battle of the Books’, and the Drumcliffe area where tradition

says he established a monastery. 

 

The Festival’s Traditional Concert will feature virtually a host of local and guest musicians, including Oisin

MacDiarmada and Samantha Harvey, Sean Carroll and family and the Kilfenora Ceili Band and Dancers. Workshops

will be led by Scottish and Irish tutors with a Sean Nos dance class with Kieran Jordan delivered live from Boston,

Massachusetts. The site will also host a Virtual Choir let by choirmaster Dave Flynn and ‘Our Virtual Craft Exhibition’ 

 presenting works produced during and prior to the lockdown by the Old School Craft Group. A video of the

landscapes and heritage of North Sligo sites associated with Colmcille will be featured on the Cos Cos Festival

website, as well as on the Sligo Colmcille website. Other events include a Dance and Movement workshop for over

55’s and the Festival Scone ‘secret recipe’ is to be  revealed during our baking demonstration.

 

Inspired by the life of Colmcille and the ‘Battle of the Books’, which took place on the slopes of Benbulben, Michael

Rooney has composed two short musical pieces, ‘Colmcille 1500’ and the ‘Sligo March’, and recordings of both can

be accessed from the Colmcille 2021 website. Visual artist Catherine Fanning will create a series of handmade

journal books and ‘A Little Book of Blessings’, a booklet marking the anniversary year, will be formally launched. We

are also delighted to have two renowned speakers present talks as part of the 2021 programme, writer and

copyright lawyer Ronan Sheehan who will present ‘Sub Nomine Columba'/ In the name of Columba which

considers the issue of copyright law, and Colmcille scholar Dr. Brian Lacey who will lecture on ‘Colmcille – 1500 years

on, the Legend of Colmcille’. 

 

Festival events will occur on or around Colmcille’s feast day, the 9th of June, including The Sandy Road writers’

soundscape performance of their 'Battle Of the Books' poetry and music, a discussion with Stella Durand about the

'Battle of the Books', an on-line calligraphy workshop and icon exhibition. Further anniversary commemorative

events and projects will take place throughout the year as part of the Sligo Colmcille 2021 programme including

sculptural installations, an exciting ‘Book of Sligo’ publication, a Hamilton Gallery art exhibition, and other

community-led initiatives. These can be viewed on the Programme page of the www.sligocolmcille.com website,

which also includes information about of Sligo’s Colmcille story and heritage.

While this will be a different type of festival, Cos Cos 2021 (and Sligo Colmcille 2021) is sure to be an exciting and

diverse event with something for everyone. All festival content will be posted on-line at a scheduled time over

the weekend (as per the festival programme). We will miss seeing you in person, but the 2021 Festival will be more

accessible to the public and we everyone to join in and take part. Cos Cos Festival 2021 will be a celebration of our

creative, cultural, and artistic heritage and traditions, and all about staying connected as we dance apart!

 

For more information & booking contact: info@coscos.ie or phone Brenda 0861925988
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SSRP partners Ballymote FRC are hosting a

children’s dance class as part of our Bunninadden Community Sports

Hub

Initiative. The classes will run for 6 weeks starting on the 24th

March until the 28th of April every Wednesday

evening 6.30pm-7.10pm virtually through Zoom. A great way to get the

kids

engaged in some fun activities. Contact Niamh/Orla in Ballymote Family

Resource

Centre for more information on 071-9197818
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In a normal year, Street Feast hosts over 110,000 people each summer, including many in Sligo. We were very

aware that while Street Feast has had great success in communities throughout Ireland, it was time to increase

our engagement year-round to realise more lasting impact. Over the past 2 years we have been working to

expand our impact through a number of new initiatives. 

 

This past year, and our current one, have been far from normal. To meet this challenge, we have engaged the

goodwill of our national network and adapted our efforts to support our communities during COVID. I wanted

to let you know a bit more about our current work, and how it might be relevant for your work in Sligo. 

 

Some of our new initiatives include the coordination and provision of helpful DIY packs for: 

 

·Community Activity Challenge - an online and physical activity pack to inspire over 30 community events &

activities 

Community Time Machine - an inter-generational interview initiative matching young people with older

cocooners to capture stories for a 'time capsule,' and series of photographs

Tea at Three - A 3pm Saturday check-in for neighbours to share a physically distant cup of tea. 

·Nominate a Neighbour - a quarterly awards programme for neighbours to recognise and celebrate neighbours

Sligo Northside Film Course

Want to develop your creative, visual and technical

skills? 

Learn different aspects of film-making - whether

writing a script, editing a film or making a promo

video for your website, Sligo Northside Film Course

returns with a mixture of online and blended learning. 

All classes are free and are offered in small groups. We

work with new beginners to advanced learners.

Practical classes will take place in accordance with

government guidelines. Watch our Facebook Page for

details of our upcoming courses or email

northsidefilm@gmail.com

UPDATE FROM OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS



You may also be interested in our Volunteer Leader’s Get

Togethers. These are online informal small group meetings where people who

manage volunteers (paid or unpaid) can support and inform each other in their

Volunteer Management role. 

Next one is to be held in April, please get in touch if you’d like to come

along.
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Hawk’s Well Theatre, Roscommon Arts Centre &

The Dock, Carrick-on Shannon present

Trad Babies

Wed 17 March, from 9am 

(available to watch for 48

hours)

Free Streamed Event

 

A joyful introduction to traditional music for

little ones to celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day! Join us for an unforgettable

online concert featuring traditional Irish music which will delight and enchant

babies, parents and grandparents alike. In this rich musical experience, babies

will be introduced to a gentle selection of traditional tunes by Mossie Martin

and Séan Carroll. Duration: 45 mins

 

 

This is a free, streamed event

from our website which you can watch at any time on Saint Patrick's Day from

the Hawk’s Well Theatre website. Booking not required.

UPDATE FROM OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS

Please click on the link below 
to read 

Sligo Environmental Network Newsletter

https://www.sligoppn.com/sligo-environmental-network-newsletter-
january-2021/



UPDATE FROM OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS



UPDATE FROM OUR COMMUNITY GROUPS



Curry Parish History and Heritage Group
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