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Overview 

ÅDesignated Sites in Sligo

ÅMain Types of Habitats and their Species

ÅHow to Identify and Record Biodiversity



Poetry of Nature

ά¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘ Ϧ
-W. B Yeats

άThe flourishing town of Sligo is surrounded 
by a district unsurpassed for beauty in 
Ireland and of high botanical interest"
-Robert Lloyd Praeger, oneƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
greatest naturalists



Designated Areas ς
what does it 
mean?

ÅNatura 2000 (SPA and SAC) sites are 
internationally protected

ÅMost important sites in Europe!

ÅNHAs tend to be protected through 
planning policy 



Protected 
species

ÅA number of species are protected by law.

Å76 species of plant are protected under the Flora 
Protection Order (protected from picking, 
uprooting and damage).

ÅThe Wildlife Actsprotect against injury, 
disturbance and damage to their breeding or 
resting sites for:

Å32 Mammals, Amphibians and Reptiles, 
3 Invertebrates, All birds.



Designated Sites in Sligo

ÅDesignated SACswithin 
county Sligo make up a total 
of around 58,500 hectares

ÅOver 5% of the total area of 
designated SACs in the 
Republic of Ireland!

ÅImportance of Sligo for 
biodiversity.

Source:Zoë Devlin

Source:Liam Lysaght



Designated 
Sites in Sligo

Å10 SPAs

Å20 SACs

Å3 NHAs

Å34pNHAs



Upland Habitats

Alpine and Boreal Plants

Heaths

Blanket Bogs

Raised Bogs

Springs

Cliffs


