




Storm Petrel  
Guairdeall

Length: 14-18cm, Weight: 20-38g 

First breed at 4yrs, average lifespan 11 yrs 
though can live to 38+ yrs
Lay a single egg in burrow or crevice
Only come to nest at night
Prey includes small fish, crustaceans, 
squid and jellyfish

Global Population: est. 430,00- 520,000 pr.
Irish breeding pop. 108,000 pr.
(majority in Co Kerry e.g. 56,000 pr. On 
Blasket Islands).
About 280 pr breed on Inishmurray



Leach’s Storm Petrel
Guairdeall gabhlach

Global population: 6.7-8.3 breeding million pr.
Uk & Ireland population: est. 10,765 pr.

UK pop. Declined significantly since 2000 
largely due to declines at St Kilda

Only recorded breeding in Ireland in Co Mayo:
Stags of Broad Haven (817 pr.), Bill Rocks (39 pr.) 
and Blackrock (6 pr.)







Manx Shearwater 
Cánóg dhubh



Manx Shearwater distribution – Orange – breeding colonies, Blue –winter range

A Manx shearwater breeding on 
Copeland Island, Northern Ireland, 
was as of 2003/04, the oldest 
known living wild bird in the world: 
ringed as an adult (at least 5 years 
old) in July 1953, it was retrapped in 
July 2003, at least 55 years old



Balearic Shearwater
Cánóg Bhailéarach

The Balearic shearwater is considered 
critically endangered with extinction 
by the IUCN. Recent models estimate a 
mean decrease of 7.4% per year and a 
mean extinction time of 40.4 years.



Cory’s Shearwater 
Cánóg Cory



Sooty Shearwater 
Cánóg dhorcha

Wintering
Breeding

Legend



Arctic Tern 
Geabhróg Artach







Guillemot 
Foracha



Razorbill   
Crosán



Black Guillemot 
Foracha dhubh



Puffin 
Puifín

Global pop.: About 5 to 6 
million pr. of which about 90% 
are found in Europe.
Declining in much of European 
range.

Irish pop. Declined by 26% 
between 2000 and 2015-21.

Low breeding success due to 
reduction in food availability 
for chicks has been implicated 
at some sites.



Kittiwake 
Saidhbhéar







Fulmar 
Fulmaire



Fulmar 
Fulmaire



Plastics from a fulmar stomach with industrial granules (left) and a mix of threadlike (centre left), sheet-like (centre), 
and fragment (right) consumer plastics.

Size indicated by the spherical industrial granules which are of 4 to 5mm diameter. (Fulmar sample NEE-2018-017. © 
J.A. van Franeker).

During the 2014 to 2018 period, 
92% of North Sea fulmars had some 
plastic in the stomach, with 51% 
exceeding the 0.1g level. On 
average each fulmar contained 21 
plastic particles weighing 0.26g. 
This reflects the abundance of 
floating litter and provides an 
indication of harm.

OSPAR is the mechanism by which 15 Governments (including 
Ireland) & the EU cooperate to protect the marine environment 
of the North-East Atlantic.



Gannet 
Gaineád



Clare Island 1,500

Little Skellig 39,800

Bull Rock 9,400

Great Saltee 8,000

Ireland’s Eye 400

Lambay Island 4,900



Eider 
Éadar



Shag 
Seaga



Great Skua
 Meirleach mór       




