
Whales and Dolphins around Sligo



The coast from south Donegal to Sligo was identified as a high 

biodiversity ‘Area of Interest’ for potential MPA designation, in  Fair 
Seas 2022 report ‘Revitalising Our Seas’.

• Glencolumbkille to Easky

• Smallest (0.29% maritime area)

• Interest: Breeding seabirds, high Elasmobranch species richness, 

commercially exploited species (whiting,herring, sprat),Cetaceans



One of 16 
areas of 

interest for 
MPA 

designation in 

Irish waters



Cetaceans 

• Bottlenose Dolphins

• Harbour Porpoise

• Minke Whales

• Common Dolphins

• Humpback Whales

• Fin Whale

• Killer Whales

• Risso’s Dolphins



• Weather/sea conditions

• Luck

• Viewing spot-headland



Sligo IWDG  

•  2019

• >50 members

• Sharing and co ordinating

sightings, pictures, live 
strandings,training, events



Live Strandings

Mullaghmore 

August 2023



Bottlenose Whales

 Rossnowlagh 

August 2020



Live Stranding Training







Dead strandings

Each stranding provides an 

opportunity to learn more



Sperm Whale Streedagh April 2019







Teamwork! Collecting a Common dolphin for 

necropsy



Cuvier’s beaked whale, Trá Bhuí

March 2020

DDRIP





Cuvier’s beaked whale Mullaghmore



Minke 

whale 
Streedagh 

Aug 2019 



Minke whale, Yellow strand



Sowerby’s beaked whale Streedagh Aug 2019



Minke whale 

Cliffony

February 2024



Fin whale Trá Bhuí



Stranding Network





Sightings



Land Based Sightings 

• Mullaghmore

• Enniscrone

• Aughris Head

• Rosses Point

• Strandhill

• Easkey

• Ballinful/Lislarry



Organised Land 

based watches

• Mullaghmore Head

• Aughris Head































FamilyID=Office_ArchiveTorn













Boat sightings 























HUMPBACKS



Humpback 

Whale Sightings 

2009 – 2018

https://iwdg.ie/humpback-whale/



Distribution of humpback 

sighting records (n=1,360) 
1984 -2022

• https://iwdg.ie/irelands-large-whales-on-the-move/



































• Bubble net feeding





























Individuals 

identified in 
Donegal Bay 2023

• HBIRL024

• HBIRL047

• HBIRL067

• HBIRL089

• HBIRL102

• HBIRL107

• HBIRL125

• HBIRL126





HBIRL 24 and HBIRL125





The power of citizen science!



https://iwdg.ie/cms_files/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Code-of-Conduct-When-Encountering-Whales-And-Dolphins-A3-Document.pdf
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